
 Unit 9: World War II Unit Questions 
Directions:  In order to prove your understanding of the unit objectives, you will be required to complete this assessment along with 

a multiple choice and essay unit test.  Each question will be graded for accuracy.  This packet is due, completed by ________________. 

___/80 
 

Objective  Skills/Ideas  Assessment  

I CAN define 

totalitarianism 

and examine the 

effects of 

dictatorships on 

countries in the 

Interwar Years.   

Vocabulary: 

-Totalitarianism 

-Communism 

-Fascism 

-Benito Mussolini 

-Adolf Hitler 

-Joseph Stalin 

- Tojo Hideki 

-Spanish Civil 

War 

Totalitarianism 

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

Define totalitarianism. 

 

 

Name the Dictator associated with each. Use the bank to the left. You may use people more 

than once.  

 

1. ____________    leader of Nazi party 

 

2.  ____________  sent political enemies to Siberian gulags 

 

3.  ____________  his racially motivated ideology pushed for the Final Solution or elimination 

of Jews, Slavs, and many others  

 

4.  ____________  known as “Il Duce” and founder of Italian Fascist Party 

 

5.  ____________  Communist responsible for 20-25 million deaths.   

 

6.  ____________  invaded Ethiopia in 1935 

 

7.  ____________  invaded China and 1936 

 

8.  ____________  wrote Mein Kampf during a prison sentence that defined his political vision. 



I CAN evaluate 

the causes and 

effects of 

Appeasement.  

Vocabulary: 

-Appeasement 

-Munich 

Conference 

-re-militarization 

 

Appeasement  

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

Why were the League of Nations and European Powers willing to appease growing power of 

Italy, Germany, and Japan? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Was Appeasement and effective political strategy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I CAN identify 

and describe the 

causes of World 

War II.  

  The Start of the War 

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

 

List and describe each of the four major underlying causes of World War II.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Explain how each of these causes helped lead to a World War.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I CAN explain 

major events in 

the war in the 

European 

theatre and how 

they impacted 

the War.  

  The War in Europe  

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

 

What was operation Overlord? What was its impact on the war?  

 

 

 

 

Create a ranked list of the most important events from the European theatre of World War 

II. Your ranking should be based on the event’s impact on both World War II and history 

overall.  

 

1.   

 

 

 

2.   

 

 

 

3.   

 



 

 

4.   

 

 

 

5.   

 

 

 

I CAN describe 

the Holocaust 

and the Allies’ 

response to war 

crimes. 

  The Holocaust & War Crimes 

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

 

Using complete sentences identify and explain the five “w’s” for the Holocaust. Remember, 

the “Why” should be about why this event is important to history, or why do you need to 

understand the event.  

 

Who -  

 

 

 

What -  

 

 

 

Where -  

 

 

When -  

 

 

Why -  

 

 

 

 



What were the Nuremberg Trials?  

 

 

 

 

Do you think it is possible to achieve justice for the crimes committed during the Holocaust?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I CAN explain 

major events in 

the war in the 

Pacific theatre 

and how they 

impacted the 

War. 

  The War in the Pacific 

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

 

What happened on December 7, 1941? What was its impact on the war?  

 

 

 

 

Create a ranked list of the most important events from the Pacific theatre of World War II. 

Your ranking should be based on the event’s impact on both World War II and history 

overall.   

 

1.  

  

 

 

2.  

  

 

 

3.  

  



 

 

4.   

  

 

 

5.   

 

 

 

I CAN evaluate 

the message of 

World War II 

propaganda and 

how it was used 

to promote total 

war.  

  Propaganda  

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

 

Message:  

 

 

Message:  

 

 

"Abandoned population, have 

confidence in the German soldier!" 

Message:  

 

 

Message:  

 

Message:  

 

Message:  

 



 
 

“for the motherland” 

 

 

I CAN evaluate 

the decision to 

drop the Atomic 

Bomb and the 

consequences of 

that action.  

  The End of the War  

10/10 Got It!  8/10 Almost!  5/10 kind of, 

Redo 

2/10 Finish  0/10 Finish 

 

Fill in the following t-chart with at least three arguments for the use of the A-Bomb and 

three arguments against the use of the A-Bomb. 

 

Arguments for the use of the A-Bomb  Arguments against the use of the A-Bomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did Little Boy and Fat Man impact Japan? Write at least a paragraph (3-5 sentences). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


