
World War I
The War to End All Wars

By the end of 1914, not only 
Europe was at war, but also 
all of Europe’s colonies in 

Asia, Africa and South 
America. 



Trench Warfare

• Both sides dug long trenches that faced 
each other. The trenches ran for miles.

• From time to time, one side would 
attempt to cross the “No-Man’s Land” the 
area in between the trenches

• Trench warfare made WWI extend from a 
few months of fighting to four years of 
fighting

No Man’s Land



German Trenches

French Trenches

No Man’s Land



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_G4ZY66BG38
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Trench Reality
Barbed 
Wire
Bodies were left on the 
barbed wire because no 
one was willing to risk 
their lives to take the 
bodies down. They could 
rot for weeks.

Trench 
Rats

Rats began to feed off 
the dead bodies of 
soldiers rotting in the 
trenches. They were 
known to get as big as 
CATS from all of the 
“food” left in the 
trenches. Rat produced 
900 offspring a year
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Flooding in 
the trenches

Men ate, slept, fought 
and died in water that 
could be knee deep for 
days and weeks at a time



Because of the weather 
and the terrain (land) 
the mud could get 
waist-deep

Trench Foot
If a solider stood in flooded trenches too long, they got 
“trench foot”—when their feet literally rotted off

Questions 
12-13



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpuOa6u6HX0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qH-X9uWltxY

