
Great Religions of 
the World

What 
Questions 
do religions 
answer?

➢ How did we get 
here? 

➢ What controls 
nature?

➢ What happens 
after we die?



The Five Major World Religions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6dCxo7t_aE 

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sj14-soc-religmap/world-religions-map/#.WXjW7IjyuUk 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6dCxo7t_aE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6dCxo7t_aE
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sj14-soc-religmap/world-religions-map/#.WXjW7IjyuUk










Religions by the Numbers

Categorizing 
Religion

➔ Ethnic: the religion of a 
particular people or culture 
(e.g., Judaism, Shinto, 
Hinduism) 
◆ tend to be localized and do 

not actively seek  converts

➔ Universal: a religion which 
sees its message as true for 
all people (e.g., Christianity, 
Islam, Buddhism) 
◆ have spread throughout the 

world and tend to be very 
large in population, have 
actively sought converts 
from many cultures



Categorizing 
Religion

➔ Theistic: focus on a personal 
God (mono) or gods (poly-) 
(god = supernatural "person,” 
spirit being) 
◆ most common in western 

religions
➔ Non-Theistic: Ultimate Reality 

or ultimate goal of the religion 
does not involve a personal 
god (impersonal Ultimate 
Reality) (force or energy)
◆ found mostly in the eastern 

religions

Categorizing 
Religion: 
The 
Different 
Sides of 
Religion

➔ Western: Religions that 
developed west of the Urals 
(e.g. in the Near East and 
Europe):
◆ Judaism
◆ Christianity
◆ Islam

➔ Eastern: Religions that 
developed east of the Urals 
(e.g., in India, China and 
Japan)
◆ Hinduism
◆ Buddhism
◆ Confucianism



What do 
Religions 
Have in 
Common 

➔ Birth Rites
➔ Death Rites
➔ Marriage Rites
➔ Place of Worship
➔ Rules of Worship


