


 



Name: Date: Block: 

Mercantilism 
 

1. According to the reading, what four European nations competed in intense economic and exploration 
based rivalries?  

2. Explain how competition for land (or colonies) in the New World was an economic competition between 
the European nations?  

3. Write a definition for Mercantilism in your own words.  

4. Draw a diagram in the space below that shows how mercantilism worked?  

5. Using a print or online dictionary define the term export. 

6. Using a print or online dictionary define the term import.  

7. Explain why the European nations wanted to maximize their exports and minimize their imports under a 
mercantile system.  

8. Who benefited under a mercantile system? Who did not benefit? Explain.  

9. Look at the cartoon to the right. What is the message 
of this cartoon? Explain your answer. 

 

10. Who was Adam Smith and What did he do?  


