
War in Vietnam!



The Domino Theory

President Eisenhower developed the “Domino 
Theory” – if Vietnam fell to Communism, the U.S. 
believed all of Southeast Asia would fall like 
dominoes (China and North Korea already did)



War in Vietnam

Communists within South 
Vietnam (Vietcong) tried to 
take over the country with 
help from the North 
Vietnamese
–North and South Vietnam 
divided by ideologies
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South Vietnam was a 
Democracy led by Ngo Dinh 
Diem, who ended up being 
killed.



War in Vietnam
U.S. had been sending supplies to South 
Vietnamese
August 2, 1964 – U.S. destroyer attacked in Gulf 
of Tonkin (off Vietnamese coast)
August 7, 1964 – U.S. government passed 
Tonkin Gulf Resolution, Pres. Johnson given 
power to act
March 1965 – 1st U.S. combat troops arrived in 
South Vietnam (Operation Rolling Thunder – 
series of air attacks meant to destroy war 
industries in North Vietnam – it didn’t work)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crALHjTiXbk
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Americans were divided 
over whether the U.S. 
should be involved 
militarily in Vietnam.
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1973 – the U.S. pulled out of 
Vietnam
➢ Vietnamization – U.S. trained 

South Vietnamese to carry on 
fight without them

1975 – City of Saigon fell to 
North Vietnam & Vietnam 
became a unified COMMUNIST 
COUNTRY
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The conflict ended in a ceasefire 
agreement…
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•Over 58,000 Americans 
died
•303,000 wounded
•Veterans who came home 
were spit upon and called 
baby killers
•Some veterans suffered 
post-traumatic stress 
syndrome


